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Synopsis

*Includes pictures*Includes historical accounts of Great Zimbabwe*Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of contentsThe modern history of Africa was, until
very recently, written on behalf of the indigenous races by the white man, who had forcefully entered
the continent during a particularly hubristic and dynamic phase of European history. In 1884, Prince
Otto von Bismark, the German chancellor, brought the plenipotentiaries of all major powers of
Europe together, to deal with Africa’s colonization in such a manner as to avoid provocation of war.
This eventA¢a -4 known as the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885A¢4 -4 sgalvanized a
phenomenon that came to be known as the Scramble for Africa. The conference established two
fundamental rules for European seizure of Africa. The first of these was that no recognition of
annexation would granted without evidence of a practical occupation, and the second, that a
practical occupation would be deemed unlawful without a formal appeal for protection made on
behalf of a territory by its leader, a plea that must be committed to paper in the form of a legal
treaty.In the meantime, in 1867, as Europe was awakening to the potential of Africa, a
German-American hunter and explorer by the name of Adam Render happened to stumble upon an
extensive complex of stone-built ruins on Mashonaland’s central plateau that proved, upon brief
examination, to be the surviving remnants of some great and ancient civilization. This immediately
struck Render as improbable, and the following season, he guided Karl Mauch, the respected
German explorer and geographer, to the site. Mauch, too, was astonished at the spectacle.
Although half-buried under rubble and thoroughly overgrown, it was quite clear that there lay an
archeological discovery of major significance. The question he asked himself in the absence of any
other comparable monument, was who had built it and where they were now.Bearing in mind the
tenor of the times, Karl Mauch could hardly venture the theory that any indigenous African society
was capable of such architectural prowess, even in the darkest recesses of antiquityA¢a —a ssuch a
theory would have been simply too implausible to contemplate. The amaNdebele, although
manifestly a powerful military nation, lacked even the basics of an advanced civic or artistic
capability. An attempt to propose the debased and malingering Mashona, those miserable hut
dwellers of the plains, might have been responsible for constructing such a masterpiece would have
solicited such gales of popular defamation, Mauch certainly lacked the courage to suggest it. What
Theodore Bent encountered was a sprawling complex in various stages of submersion and heavily
overgrown, but quite definitely in three distinct complexes. The first of these was a hilltop fortification
which came to be known as the Acropolis, overlooking a scattered assemblage of walls and

avenues, somewhat discernible, beyond which lay the masterpiece of the composition. Bent named



this the Great Enclosure, a name that remains to this day. Central to this was a large conical tower,
clearly without practical application, and therefore, some sort of a ceremonial piece, the object of

which he could hardly guess. The wall surrounding the enclosure was of a dry construction method,
standing as high as 37 feet in places, wide at the base, narrowing toward the top, and decorated on

the leading face by an inlaid chevron pattern.
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Customer Reviews

The Great Zimbabwe: The History and Legacy of the Medieval Kingdom of

ZimbabweAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s Capital were somewhat interesting because of the limited information
this e-book presented. The most interesting parts of the book describe how many
archaeologist/explorers could not or would not believe that Black Africans were capable creating
greater Zimbabwe. 30 years or so ago if scientists in Rhodesia even indicated the possibility
thatBlack Africans created Greater Zimbabwe they would be deported from the country. At least
some Portuguese traders had the opportunity to see the Greater Zimbabwe culture before

collapsing. Anyone interested in Black African culture would find this book interesting.



This is an awfully obscure subject that people probably know nothing about, but it's an interesting
story that weaves European exploration of the African continent with advanced scientific and
technological knowledge to help explain the Great Zimbabwe site and when and why it was built.
For anyone interested in Africa, this is a good book.
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